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REWARDS AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR DACA BENEFICIARIES 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) in many cases provides previously 

undocumented youth with work authorization and a valid social security number for the first 

time.  Although work authorization and a valid social security number open access to a number 

of additional benefits most usually associated with lawful immigration status, a number of 

benefits are still barred for DACA beneficiaries. This is in part because of the type of status that 

DACA provides. “Deferred action,” rather than providing lawful immigration status, means that 

any action to initiate removal proceedings is being deferred. Below are some of the obligations 

and restrictions to accessing benefits common to DACA recipients.    

Financial Aid 

Some states, including Illinois provide for in-state tuition at state universities 

or institutions for undocumented students  

(see http://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration/in-state-tuition-and-

unauthorized-immigrants.aspx for a list of those states that provide in-state 

tuition for unauthorized immigrants).  Some states may specifically allow DACA deferred action 

beneficiaries in-state tuition rates.  However, even with in-state tuition rates, there remains the 

question of accessing financial aid to pay for college. Only certain categories of non-citizens are 

eligible for federal financial aid (grants and loans).  However DACA deferred action recipients 

may wish to complete the FAFSA form as certain institutions may require it for consideration for 

private scholarships.  Not all educational institutions require a FAFSA form to be considered for 

private scholarships.  Inquire with the institution you are interested in attending about the 

process. Some institutions may require the FAFSA form.  If completing the FAFSA form, it is 

important to provide the correct social security number and answer the question “Are you a U.S. 

citizen?” by stating “No, I am not a citizen or eligible noncitizen.”  Even though not eligible for 

federal financial aid, DACA deferred action recipients may be eligible for state or college aid.  

(see https://studentaid.ed.gov/eligibility/non-us-citizens  and also the Fact Sheet 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sites/default/files/financial-aid-and-undocumented-students.pdf 

prepared by the Department of Education on Financial Aid and Undocumented Students). 

 

Health Insurance (Affordable Care Act) 

Eligibility for the Affordable Care Act is in part tied to immigration status.  

Under the law, individuals who meet the definition of being “lawfully present” 

are eligible (See http://www.nilc.org/document.html?id=809).  While those 

with “deferred action” status were included in the definition of “lawfully present,” in August of 

2013, a new rule was issued specifically excluding those granted “deferred action” under the 

DACA program from eligibility (See http://www.nilc.org/ACAfacts.html).  For an overview of 

health care benefits for DACA deferred action beneficiaries, go to 

http://www.nilc.org/ACAfacts.html.  Undocumented individuals are eligible to access health 

services through a federally qualified health center.  The US Department of Health & Human 
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Services, Health Resources & Service Administration also maintains a database of low-cost 

health service providers by location, nationwide.  That search can be conducted online at 

http://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov/Search_HCC.aspx. 

 

Selective Service Registration Requirement 

Most male persons residing in the United States from age 18 

through 25 are required to register with the selective service 

regardless of immigration status.  Go to the Selective Service 

website at https://www.sss.gov/regist%20information.htm to 

find out more about the specific requirements.   

Failure to register for selective service can result in a denial of other federal benefits, including 

eligibility for financial aid (see https://www.sss.gov/FSbenefits.htm).   

 

Social Security Number 

 

DACA beneficiaries can obtain a valid social security number once approved 

and granted a work permit under the program.  DACA beneficiaries who have 

previously used a different social security number and have questions about how to correct this 

information with an employer or the Social Security Administration should consult with an 

attorney.  For more information see http://www.e4fc.org/dacaguide.html and 

http://www.e4fc.org/images/E4FC_GOTDACA_UPDATED.pdf 

Taxes 

Individuals who are not eligible for a Social Security Number may obtain an Individual Tax 

Identification Number (ITIN) from the IRS.  http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/General-ITIN-

Information Some DACA deferred action beneficiaries may have previously filed income tax 

returns using ITINs.  Now with a valid social security number, you may wish 

to update your IRS records with your valid social security number. 

http://www.lclaa.org/index.php/lclaa-blog/entry/post-daca. For assistance, you 

may want to contact http://www.economicprogress.org/clients/free-tax-help 

Voting 

In Illinois, individuals with a valid social security number are eligible to apply for 

a driver’s license or state ID.  DACA deferred action beneficiaries can apply for a 

driver’s license or State ID. For more information and to find out the requirements 

visit http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/ or call 1-800-252-8980. In applying for a driver’s 

license or state ID, you will be asked whether you want to register to vote. DO NOT 

REGISTER TO VOTE.   The card you will sign registering to vote contains a statement 

declaring you are a US citizen.  False claims to US citizenship—whether knowing or not—can 

result in removal proceedings and bar lawful permanent status.  
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