
Maria Joy Ferrera is an Associate Professor within DePaul University’s Department of Social

Work and Co-Director of the Center for Community Health Equity (CCHE), a partnership

between DePaul and Rush Medical Center and University to promote health equity. Among the

many areas of work of CCHE is understanding the concept of belonging as a counter-

syndemic force to health disparities as she and co-authors write in their latest Op-Ed in Crain’s

Chicago Business- Forum on Equitable Health. She is Co-Founder and current interim

Executive Director of the Coalition for Immigrant Mental Health (CIMH), a collaborative,

community based and research informed 

She is a Steering Committee Member of The Midwest Human Rights Consortium (MHRC) a

referral network of multi-institutional and interdisciplinary professionals who perform trauma-

informed forensic evaluations for individuals seeking asylum in the U.S. As a Licensed Clinical

Social Worker, she conducts pro-bono mental health forensic asylum assessments for MHRC.

Dr. Ferrera, has recently been awarded DePaul’s Social Transformation and Research

Collaborative Professional Development Fellowship funded by the Mellon Foundation. She will

use this six-month fellowship to delve into the art of documentary filmmaking as a medium to

promote human rights. In collaboration with The Midwest Human Rights Consortium (MHRC)

and building on her work as a HumanitiesX Collaborative Fellow, her project aims to humanize

the experiences of asylees and increase understanding around the need for legal

representation and advocacy, health and mental health resources, and a community of care

for asylees and their families.

In the past year, a number of articles (hyperlinks to each article included) in which I have co-

authored have been published and/or accepted:
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