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1) Introduction: Law in Islam, Sources of Law, & Schools of Jurisprudence

2) Formulating a Positive Normative Theory of “Patent” in Islam, + Parallel to Islamic Finance

3) Establishing a Patentable Eligibility Examination Framework in Countries Governed by Sharia

4) Case Study Countries (Oman, Qatar, & Saudi Arabia): Patent Laws & Economic Development

5) Q&A

Roadmap
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Parallel	to	Islamic	Finance:	Proposed	Sharia	Board	as	Assessor	of	Patent	Eligibility
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U.S.	Patent	&	Trademark	Office	(USPTO):	Revised	Patent	Eligibility	Guidance

Proposed	 Examination	 by	
a	Sharia	Board	

[NOT	in	a	patent	office	 ,	
NOT	by	patent	 examiners]



Contributions

§ à Property-centric	 clarification	 of	usufructs	 as	justification	 for	the	construct	of	“patent”	 in	Islam

• (1)	clarification	of	usufructs

• (2)	recognition	of	commerce,	profit,	&	trade

§ à Application	 of	clarification	 towards	patent	eligibility

• (3)	lessening	of	what	may	be	patent	eligible	in	biotechnology	(cloning,	gene	editing,	stem	cells)	&	software	
applications	(A.I.,	M.L.,	predictive	analytics)

• (4)	move	patent	eligibility	examination	to	be	administered	by	a	Sharia	Board	
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