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1968 Ford Mustang Fastback Eleanor, https: / / www.
vanguardmotorsales.com / inventory / 4827 / 1968 - ford -
mustang-fastback-eleanor.

Henry Andrews, William Pleater Davidge as Malvolio in
“Twelfth Night” by William Shakespeare (c. 1846), https://
artuk.org / discover / artworks /william - pleater - davidge -
as-malvolio- in- twelfth-night-by-william-shakespeare-
228474/search/keyword:shakespeare/page/12.
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In This Talk

▶ History of characters and copyright
▶ Defining “character”
▶ Application to law
▶ Hypotheticals



Narrative Element

Advertisement Abie’s Irish Rose, Variety, Dec. 29, 1926, at 196,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Abie%27s_Irish_Rose_-_Dec_1926_Variety.jpg.
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Visual Work

Betty Boop Doll 1932 Joseph Kallus,
https://bettyboop.fandom.com/wiki/Betty_Boop_Cameo_Doll?file=Betty_Boop_Doll_1932_Joseph_Kallus.jpg.
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Hybrid Theory

Air Pirates Funnies (1971), https://disney.fandom.com/wiki/Air_Pirates_(comic).
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DC Comics v. Towle

We read these precedents as establishing a three-part
test for determiningwhether a character . . . is entitled
to copyright protection.
. . .
First, the character must generally have “physical as
well as conceptual qualities.”



What Is Character?



Three Theories



Agency

&

Personality












